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African explorer on
hidden history of Congo

SALLY GILLESPIE
sally.gillespie@jpress.co.uk
@SReporterSally

merican explorer
and anthropolo-
gist Julian Monroe
Fisheriscoming
oScotland forthe
first time next week.

And Bordererswill have
the chancetohearthe author
speak on the forgotten history
ofthe African Congo in Galash-
ielson Tuesday (March 26),in
thelast of the Royal Scottish
Geographical Society’s (RSGS)
winter lectures programme.

Emailingusfrom hishome
in Austria, he said: “Iwill be
talking about a historical detail
thatIstumbled across during
myresearch of Victorian age
explorersthat changed the fate
oftoday’s Democratic Republic
of Congo some120years ago.
But thisisnot adry history
class,asIhavetravelled tothe
relevant locationsand met the
people forwhom these his-
torical eventshaverelevance
today.”

Bornin South Carolina, the
58-year-old explorer gained an
anthropology degree before

working in the skiing industry
inthe winter and carrying lug-
gageand golfbagsin the sum-
mer: “Thelifestyle provided
mewiththeincometodowhat
Iliked, living free. But despite
my desire for a carefree life-
style, I built that into a career
inhotel management. Infi-
nancial termsIsucceeded and
excelled, but that all changed

themountain named after
him for his part in Admiral
Byrd’sexpeditionary solo flight
across Antarcticain1929.
When asked what it meant
tohim, Vaughan had replied:
“Dream big and dareto fail”.
Julian said: “That wasthe
first timeTheard that slogan.
AsIwaslookingoutontothe
sunrise over the Atlantic ocean
thinking of my dying father,
Imadea promiseto myself:
‘Whenandifleverenduplike

my father, Iwant to have so
many excitingmemories, that
willallowmetolaythereand
letitallrunbylike onelong ad-
venturemovie”’

Hisfather died, Julian
jackedin hisjob, sold every-
thing, cashed in hisfrequent
flyer pointsand started travel-
ling. Hesaid: “Ineverlooked
back”

in1996.” Heisbestknown for his
Forit wasthenhe spent exploration of the African
timewith hisdying father. continent,focusingon DR
Julianhad also, around that Congo’sKatanga Provincein
time,seena 2009 and 2010,
National Geo- . . thesubject ofhis
graphical docu- “ JulianFisher talk. Heisalso
mentary about Iguessthebuzz  researchingthe
Colonel Norman formeisto 1891-92 Stairs
Vaughan, who at ventureintothe  expeditionto
theageof88and unknown” Katangaaswell
despite several aspotentiallo-
set-backs, climbed calunexcavated

archaeological sites. And heis
working with Mwami Munon-
go,king of the Garanganze peo-
pleofKatanta, and hisfamily
to build the first royal museum
inthe Congo and an anthropo-
logical research stationinthe
village of Bunkeya.

Married to hissoulmate,
Gina, “wWhom Imet onaboat
yearsago crossing the Bay of
Honduras”, the couple have
two children.

He said: “Iabsolutelylove

what Iam doing. [amold
enoughtounderstand the
importance ofliving every day
asthoughit could bemylast.I
missmy family when Iam away
onexpedition, butIam quite
honoured when Ireturnand
my eight-year-old daughter
asksmeout ofnowhere, ‘Papa,
tellme about Africa’.
“Iguessthebuzzformeis
toventureintothe unknown.
Toread aboutaplaceinahis-
torical encounterand thento
stand onthe exact same spotis

awe-inspiring.”

Julian’stalk Journey to Ka-
tanga: An Expeditioninto the
Past, will be at the Heriot Watt
University campus, Galashiels
starting at7.30pm. Tickets £8
foradults, free to students, un-
der18sand RSGS members.
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Country Diary
Sunday, March 24: Scottish

Borders Hillwalking Club l‘
-Lauderarea (73), meetat -
Lauder Post Office at 10am. |
Forfurtherinformation, call
secretary Evelyn Horsburgh on
0175076214.

Sunday, March 24: Coldstream
Ramblerswalk-Chillingham
Estate permissive path (short-
ishbut strenuous), 6.5 miles.
Meet at Henderson Park car
parkat 9am or Chillingham
Churchat10am. Callleader
Elaine Roden on 01289 386436
or07790469290.

Open evening to
quiz officials

Environmental advisors are
holdingafree eveningrecep-
tion near Peebles next week
to discuss what they do.

Borders representatives
will be among the Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH) of-
ficials holding the informal
evening at the Macdonald
Cardrona Hotel on Wednes-
day.

TheScottish Government
body advises on the manage-
ment and sustainable use of
the country’swildlife, natural
habitatsand landscape.

Operations manager in
SNH’s Galashiels office, An-
drew Panter said: “Wearedo-
ing our best to bring people
and nature and landscapes
together for the benefit of
everybody. We are advisors,
wearenotdecision-makers.”

Andrew will explain that,
amongmanyroles, SNHaims
to conserve and enhance na-

ture, promotes sustainable
land use and balances the
government’s policy of re-
newableswith protectingthe
natural environment.

It manages national re-
servessuchasWhitlaw Moss-
esnear Selkirk andisdirectly
involved with the govern-
ment’s Scotland Rural De-
velopment Programme and
sites of special scientific in-
terest (SSSIs).

There are 94 SSSIsin the
Borderscovering six percent
of the region while across
Scotlandthereare1,4310ccu-
pying 12 percent of theland.

SNH national chair-
man Andrew Thin will host
the event with board
member, Sid Pattern, area
manager, Chris Miles and
Mr Panter.

Formoreinformation call
01896 756652 or email: Ga-
lashiels@snh.gov.uk.

New walking guide in bid to
attract visitors to valleys

SALLY GILLESPIE
sally.gillespie@jpress.co.uk
@SReporterSally

Ettrick and Yarrow tourism
operatorsarelaunching anew
walking guide tomorrow.

Lord Steel of Aikwood will
unveil Walking in the Ettrick
and Yarrow Valleys, produced
bythevalley’stourismgroup at
Bowhill House, Selkirk.

Valleys project officer Julie
Nock said: “The booklet looks
fantastic and I hope it will en-
courage lots of people to come
andwalkinthesebeautiful val-
leys”

Ettrick Valley resident Bar-
bara Harrison, who lets out a
holiday cottageinthevalley,re-
searched and wrote theleaflet
over threemonths.

The guide features narra-
tive, written by Barbara and
others, maps courtesy of Scot-
tish Borders Council and pho-
tographs which have been
donated or which Barbara has
taken herself.

Thewalksrangeindifficul-
tyandlengthandincludehikes
atBowhill to Ettrick Head, tak-
ing in the likes of

ice, who have been brilliant as
well.

“Lots of people have given
usphotographsofwildlifethat
can be seen in the valleys and
manyhavegivenussomereally
beautiful shots of the valley.”

The leaflet was funded by
Leader through the Revitalis-
ingtheEttrick and Yarrow Val-

leys project.

St Mary’s Loch JulieNock The forum is

and the Ettrick i now working on
Thebooklet ¢

Marshes. looksf M awebsite for the

Julie said: ooks fantastic. valleys, thanks

“Barbara has Barbarahasdone to funding from

doneanamazing ~ anamazingjob”  Europeand Buc-

job. She’s done

a huge amount of work, tak-
en pictures of the walks and
walked them all to make sure
they are okay. We've also had
alot of help from the Scottish
Borders Council ranger serv-

cleuch Estates,
which it hopes to launch in
May.

The Duke of Buccleuch has
also lent locals Bowhill House
and will providerefreshments
fortheleafletlaunch.

BYSTUART COBLEY

WALKS IN THE
ETTRICK & YARRODW
VALLEYS

The new walking guide launches
tomorrow

The guide booklet will be
available at valleys outlets and
in Selkirk.

Thetourism group evolved
from the two-year revitalision
proiectwhich endsthismonth.
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SNH to tweet Tun
facts’ about nature

The Scottish Government’s
advisor on nature is going to
tweet interesting facts about
the country’s wildlife and
land.

Scottish Natural Heritage
has amassed “fun facts” to
share through Twitter and
Facebook.

And some of the “natural
know-how”togo outand about
inthe Borderswillincludein-
formation about the father of
geology, Berwickshire’s James
Hutton, whose findings at
Siccar Point on the Berwick-
shire coast and at Inchbonny
near Jedburgh, morethan200
years ago, helped him prove
theearthwasmucholderthan
wasthought at the time.

Anotherwill be: “Nuthatch-
esonly bred for the first time
in Scotland in 1989, at Floors
Castle and the Hirsel in the
Borders. They have now
soread across southern Scot-

land to Edinburgh, Perth and
beyond, and there may be sev-
eral thousand pairs. A result
of global warming? Nobody
knows.”

The officials will reveal the
Scottish-English border “co-
incides with the junction be-
tween two of the Earth’s old
tectonic plates. These were
once separated by the Iape-
tus Ocean, which wasthe size
ofthe Atlantic”.

And, says SNH, the best-sur-
veyed site in the world for its
soil biodiversity is the upland
grassland at Sourhope, oncea
research farm, near Yetholm,
Kelso.

SNH’s head of science, Ian
Bainbridge, said: “Our experts
on birds, mammals, insects,
marinelife, geology and more
have contributed. These fun
factsreally show offhowwon-
derful and unique Scotland’s
natureis.”
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The early bird
catches no lambs

WRITTENBY
made my spectacles
CORBIE useless and photography dif-
ficult, to say theleast.
My hope for the day was to
= try and get an
image of one of the season’s
ustwhenIthought | firstlambsor somethinglike
we were getting asnow-covered daffodil to
somewhere with illustrate the kind of March
this spring busi- we're having, but I was find-
ness, the snow ingit tough.
came back at the weekend. The daffodils by the river
WhenIdrew the cur- were far from opening, so I
tains on Sunday morning, | decided tohead for thehills
the snowflakeswere com- | and ahuge industrial-sized
ing down like candyfloss. lambing shed, which was
BythetimeIgotinto sure to have some early ar-
my waterproofs for my rivals.
scheduled walk, the hills Aslapproached,Icould
were white, but it had see the shepherd’s cottage
turned to nestlingin the
rain at lower Eachfalsemove glen(whichinci-
levels. Unde- brought down dentally was the
terred, I set 9 inspiration for
offup theriv- cascades_of the “Black Bob”
erto see what water which cartooninthe
was about. infuriatingly Weekly News,
) Therg gva; made my abﬁut) aBorder
plenty of bir collie).
songto be spectacles Thehills be-
heard, domi- useless hind were still
nated by the snow-capped
strident song and the nearerI
of thelocal song thrush got to the shed I knew by the
population. wall of silence that Iwas too
Further away [ could early for thelambs as well.
hear awoodpecker Oh well, you win some
drumming and a mistle and you lose some, so wet
thrush’s tuneless dirge. and bedraggled, I headed for
It was tough going, home.
with slick mud every- Thad atiny bit more luck
where and every twig on Friday night with my
and bush hung with tiny moth trap, managing to at-

transparent droplets of
water just waiting to fall
onwhatever or whoever
camein contact withit.

Ifound this out to my
costasItried to pho-
tograph a fallen tree
covered in an attractive
bracket fungus.

Each false move
brought down cascades of
water which infuriatingly

tract one solitary customer.
It was a wee brown thing
called a dotted border, which
flies during the first three
months of the year.
Itisinterestingin that the
female of the speciesis wing-
lessand unable to fly.
I’'d had them before but
it wasnice at longlast to of-
ficially declare the mothing
season underway.

PHOTOGRAPH: CORBIE

The shepherd's cottage in Corbie Linn, near Selkirk, the legendary
home of “Black Bob”
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offer

Quality Travel Insurance

you can trust

Single trip cover from just

Lake Garda
Departing Sunday 14 July 2013
From Edinburgh airport

Enjoy a superb valu

« 7 nights stay at the
dinner & breakfast

Organised by Omega Holidays, A

Culture... Romance...
and Countryside Scenery... Historical Monuments...
Mouth-Watering Cuisine...

and perhaps most beautiful lake with its clear blue waters, stunning
landscape, rich culture and history, and picturesque villages and
towns spread along its shore.

- Return flight from Edinburgh airport to Milant
« Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel
3 star superior Club Hotel La Vela, Torbole with

Included excu ns to Venice, Verona & The Dolomites

T0ur price includes your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. However, at your time of booking,
should the cost of your light exceed this budget, we reserve the right to charge a supplement,

Stunning Lake, Mountain

e 7 night holiday to Lake Garda, Italy’s largest

lability

BTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Singl applies. Subject t

which we will advise you of at this time.

For more information or to book, please call:

01289 40 08 41 quote TpPG1

OPENING TIMES: MON-
or visit: www.tweeddalepress.reader.travel

FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-15.30 SUN 10.00-15.00

The Abbey Bridge Stove &
Biomass Centre, Jedburgh

The place to get your Wood
Burning / Multifuel Stoves.
Approved dealer for ETA & MCZ
Biomass Boilers.

We offer a FULL installation sem‘f
by approved HETAS installers wgmas

We also line chimneys —
Phone for FREE quotation

All makes & models of stoves serviced.

Trade centre open for flues, cowls, liner etc

www.abbeybridgetollhouse.co.uk
To arrange a home visit - anytime - call

835 869679 / 07834 064704

Pavilion

FOUR SCREEN DIGITAL CINEMA
MARKET ST GALASHIELS

Showtime & booking information
1. Check out oyr web site ; full showtime info & book tickets

pavilioncinema.co.uk

2. Give us a call - for showtime info and to make a bookin:
This line is usually manned from 1pm daily - 4pm on Wedneséay’s

01896 752767

3. Dedicated recorded showtime information line - open 24hrs

01896 758154
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